patient-ventilator system with chapters on introduction and preparedness, adjusting the Fro,. controlling the pH and Pco" monitoring the patient and the ventilator and troubleshooting, patient comfort, bagging, suctioning, physiotherapy, PEEP and weaning.
Part Three consists of teaching exercises covering "ventilometrics", endotracheal tube management, a self-guided tour of each of the previously mentioned ventilators, ventilator application, weaning and a final advanced ventilator and patient management exercise.
The overall place of this book in the Australian intensive care ward is difficult to assess. It appears to have been written for the respiratory therapist and tends to be "what to do" more than "why we do it".
The book has no illustrations but has some graphs and block diagram algorhythms of various protocols. The pages are punched and perforated to allow them to be torn out and arranged as desired in a number of loose leaf folders.
This book would be helpful to nursing and medical staff organising the teaching and treatment protocols for an intensive care ward but would require modification to conform with individual unit practice. JOHN Dr. Prior is a clinical neurophysiologist and her book has been written on the basis of her ten years' experience with the cerebral function monitor (CFM).
It is a concise, comprehensive and well illustrated guide to the interpretation of the CFM in its clinical applications. Throughout the book comparisons are made with conventional EEG tracings. Technical aspects of the CFM have been written with the designer, Dr. Maynard.
The first three chapters are introductory covering basic topics such as methods of monitoring the brain, physiological and pathophysiological observations. Chapter four is a general discussion of cerebral monitoring in specific areas, e.g. cardiac and vascular surgery and intensive care.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, VD!. VIII, No, I, February, 1980 There are some careless statements, e.g. "local anaesthetics have no direct effect on the brain", and there are a few minor editing errors in the references. The title of the book warrants further discussion on more recent developments in cerebral monitoring, e.g. combined spectral analysis and evoked responses which have only been given a cursory mention. These individual points do not detract from the very high standard of the book.
Overall it is an excellent text and is essential reading for anaesthetists and intensivists. It provides an easy to read and simple guide for monitoring cerebral function, an aspect of patient care that has been overlooked for too long by too many people involved in the care of unconscious and anaesthetised patients. I recommend this book. This book is the second edition of what was "Physiology and Pharmacology of Local Anaesthetics" published in 1970 and it has been totally revised and updated as well as renamed.
In this volume de Jong has attempted to develop in a logical progressive manner a scientific foundation for the use of local anaesthetic drugs. As the name suggests the book describes the drugs; how they work as blockers of nerve conduction, how they affect other organs, how they are distributed in the body and how they are excreted. Techniques of regional anaesthesia are not considered.
After a brief introduction on terminology and history the early chapters go on to discuss in simplistic terms the physiology of impulse transmission and the facts and hypotheses on how this is interrupted by local anaesthetic drugs. The structural features of the local anaesthetic molecule and the effects of pH and pK. are clearly described and related to clinical requirements.
Two chapters describe lucidly and demonstrate with models the concept of a Cm for different nerve fibres and how the anaesthetic gets into and then out of nerve trunks; thus explaining some of the known chemical observations such as differing latency, regression, differential blockade, incomplete block, continuous block and tachyphylaxis.
The next four chapters discuss the systemic effects of the local anaesthetic drugs and the haemodynamic effects of major conduction block. A lot of experimental and neurologic detail particularly on seizure mechanisms is given in the chapter on central nervous system effects, followed by a succinct account of the management of these reactions.
Cardiovascular effects are introduced by a very clear exposition on the electrophysiology of the heart and then there develops the story of lignocaine as an anti-arrhythmic drug by the use of scientific evidence followed by clinical application.
Absorption, binding, disposition and then biotransformation are considered in great detail and the final chapter deals with the remaining untoward responses both local and systemic with a special comprehensive section on the foetus.
There is a lot of repetition even within a chapter and this together with some of the analogies does grate a little particularly to one reading from cover to cover, however, it does add emphasis. Except in the section on biotransformation, there is nowhere that the drugs are considered independently and although it would add to the repetition at least a summary of the pharmacology of each of the drugs would have been helpful. It is also a shame that nowhere in the book has the author come out and stated what he feels should be the recommended maximum doses of the agents used in the clinical setting for regional anaesthesia. The only reference to this is an Appendix table from another work which historically only goes as far as lignocaine and does not mention cocaine at all.
Another aspect which perhaps could have received more attention in a book of this nature is the compounding of local anaesthetic drugs.
This book would serve as a good introduction for the beginner and it may also be of value to the experienced clinician, teacher or research worker as a reference. The examination candidate would prefer something more concise.
F. R. BERRY Recent Advances in Anaesthesia and Analgesia (No. 13 The aim of the editors is to provide "readable accounts informative to the clinical anaesthetist who does not have time to go to the original sources himself". The two editors, Dr. Langton Hewer and Dr. Atkinson, and twelve British contributors are highly successful in achieving this aim, and present a series of excellent reviews. The book helps the reader to organise his thoughts on many aspects of current practice, and at the same time presents some thought provoking and stimulating discussions, in which the reader's own opinions are challenged, and ideas for further investigation are presented. The book is available in soft cover and is good value at $28.00.
"Anaesthetic circuits and flexible pipelines for medical gases" (by Drs. Adams and Henville from Oxford) is a particularly helpful chapter which analyses the construction of the circle system and coaxial circuits, and presents firm and sensible recommendations concerning hazards associated with supplies of oxygen and nitrous oxide. "Controlled ventilation" (by Or. Stoddart) is another outstanding chapter which helps the reader to assess the role of positive end-expiratory pressure, intermittent mandatory ventilation, and high flow insufflation. Attention is drawn to the important, but often neglected, subject of cleaning and sterilisation of equipment.
Chapters of pharmacological interest include "New anaesthetic drugs and techniquesenflurane, etomidate, and total intravenous anaesthesia", "Sodium nitroprusside", and "Poisoning". The different authorship results in widely differing styles of presentation and this adds to the interest of the book. Critical appraisals are given of "Obstetric anaesthesia and analgesia" (by Dr. Moir) and "General anaesthesia and sedation for dentistry" (by Professor Thornton). Potentially controversial aspects are discussed, and these include oral antacids, awareness during anaesthesia, epidural anaesthesia for caesarean section, and "Who is the dental anaesthetist of the future?"
